[Orphanet: a European database for rare diseases].
Orphanet is a European initiative that aims to improve the management and treatment of rare diseases. It comprises a database dedicated to information on rare diseases and orphan drugs, and offers services adapted to the needs of patients and their families, health professionals, and researchers. The database can be accessed through the website (www.orpha.net) and has some interesting options for searching, for example research projects, support groups or searching by clinical signs. Health professionals are encouraged to add activities concerning rare diseases to the database.